Range Expansion of Shrub Thickets on Virginia Barrier Islands

: A ' Shrub thicket Is a major vegetation type on barrier islan
Smith Island False color aerial phojtograp S were ﬁged to generate

vegetation databases for three barrier islands of Virginia

GIS packages ERDAS & ARC/INFO were used to interp

the aerial photographs and to analyze shrub distribution:
Two common features for the shrub spreading on the

three islands have been identified: 1) the island portion

where shrub thickets were spreading is wider than befo

and 2) 95 percent of new shrub thickets were regenera

from where dense grasses had been previously distribut
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